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D-FW keeps home sale lead

While tops in Texas, number in 1% quarter is up less than 1 percent

D-FW sales edge out Houston in 1%t quarter

By STEVE BROWN

Rgal Estate Editor
stevatrown é dallasnesws.com

The Dallas-Fort Worth area
led the state in first-quarter
home sales.

Local real estate agents sold
more than 20,000 homes in
the area, according to a new
report by the Texas Associa-
tion of Realtors. It was more
than a fourth of the total
70,292 Texas homes sold in
the first three months of 2018.

The Houston area was a
close second with 17,652 sales.

While D-FW hung onto its
lead in Texas sales, the number
of home purchases increased
from first-quarter 2017 by less
than 1 percent,

Statewide home sales in
the first quarter were about 2
percent higher than in first-
quarter 2017.

“Although home sales ac-
tivity for the first quarter
in 2018 continues to keep a
positive pace from previous
years, the rate at which these
increases are ocemiring is be-
ginning to slow as inventory
becomes tighter,” Jim Gaines,
chief economist with the Real
Estate Center at Texas A&M
University, said in the report,

Texas home sales

Change in home salas and prices in the flrst three months of
2018, compared with the same perlod last year.

Market Home sales Change Price Change
Austin ms 77% $295000 35%
Dalias-Fort Worth 20,660 0.7%  $258,000 6.2%
Houston 7652 17%  $225000 23%
3an Antonio 6928 5%  $214000 73%

SOURCE: Texas Assoclation of Realtors

“The second and third quar-
ters of the year are typically the
busiest and most competitive
in the Texns real estate market,
and this summer is shaping up
to be no different.’

D-FW's housing market
shows signs of cooling from
several years of rapid increases,

North Texas had the smell-
est year-over-year seles in-
crense of any of the major Texas
metro areas.

Along with the scant rise
in the number of sales, local
median home prices were up
only about 6 percent froin first

quarter 2017. That’s about the'

same as the statewide gain but
i8 lower than double-digit per-
centage price increases the area
has seen in recent years.

Still, real estate analysts and

agents don't see a significant
decline in the housing markets
in Texas' major metro areas,

“This strong activity we've
seen in home sales volume dur-
ing the first quarter of 2018 is
setting the stage for a strong
summer selling season for
Texas real estate,” Kaki Lyb-
bert, chairman of the Texas As-
sociation of Realtors, said in a
statement,

D-FW median home seles

 prices in the first quarter were
at an all-time high of just un-
der 260,000, according to the
Texas Association of Realtors,

Across Texas, median prices
were $224,500.

The highest prices were in
Austin where the median hit
$295,000 — up 3.5 percent
from first quarter 2017,

Twitter: @ SteveBrownDMN
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Corinth earns bronze in
SolSmart City initiative

Corinth .
Corinth earns bronze in
SolSmart City initiative

. The city of Corinth has
joined the short list of local
governments that are improv-
msthe?;gi;}nceofﬂ:enaﬂﬁh
electric encouraging the
installation of solar generation
on homes and businesses, It has
earned a bronze designation
from SolSmart.

SolSmart began in April
2016 through a partnership
funded by the U.S. Department
of Energy Solar Energy Tech-
nologies Office and led by the
Solar Foundation and the In-
ternational City/County Man-
agement Association. Local gov-
emments that meet objective
criteria are designated either
gold, silver or bronze in the de-
gmeto“hmhtheyamopenfor

tance to any local government
that wants to achieve designa-
tion by SolSmart,

The city of Denton earned a
l;he’(;nm designation in Decem-

— Paggy Helnksl-Wolfe
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Providence Village dedicates park for memorial monument
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PROVIDENCE VILLAGE — The Providence Village Hope Foundation spent Memorial
Day hosting a dedication and celebration of Hero Park near the entrance to Providence

Village.

The foundation plans to build a $65,000 Heroes Monument in the park in memoriam of
military veterans of the past, present and future.

The idea for the monument was brought to the Town Council about three years ago by
Eric Mattson, co-founder of the Providence Village Hope Foundation. The nonprofit was
founded to raise funds for the completion of the monument.

U.S. Rep. Michael Burgess, R-Pilot Point, spoke at Monday's dedication and read the
text of a congressional record recognizing the park and the future monument.

Karen Mattson, co-founder of the Providence Village Hope Foundation, reads a speech written by Eric
Mattson, right, about his vision for the monument to be built at Hero Park in Providence Village.
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Prosper

Town names a Tree City USA

The national Arbor Day Foundation has designated Prosper a Tree City USA. The
designation recognizes Prosper’s conservation efforts, tree-care ordinance, annual

community forestry budget of at least $2 per capita and Arbor Day observance and

proclamation.
Find more about the Tree City program at arborday.org

Deborah Fleck
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New police department to serve
about 13K in County

Denton County Fresh Water Supply District No. 10 leased a vacant model
home at 724 Savannah Blvd. to serve as the headquarters of a new police

department in 2019.

ing its own police department with the

help of former Corinth Police Deprant-

ment Assistant Chief Greg Wilkersion,
Wilkerson, who will serve as the

*I provides an extra layer of pro-
teetion for these water distriets, where
theres just simply too much ground to
cover for the [ Denton County Sherill's

i in distri department’s  chief, Office],” Wilkerson said.

Body yv!II work in district et diop s Tty Tty Wetex Supply Dis-
containing Savannah and  $500,000 in startup trict No. 10 i8 a special-purpose district
, . . . . costs for three new that wes created through a public refer-
Artesia beginning in Jan.  patrol vehicles, uni- endum in 2000, It operates similar to &
forms, radios and oth- mumicipality. A board of directors has the
By Jullan GIl er basic police equip- | ability to issue bonds for roads and neigh-
Staff Writer ment. With a targeted borhoods. The district also contracts with
Jgill@dentonre.com start date of January, other entities to provide utilities includ-

About 13,000 residents in far east  he expects annual expenses to remain  ingwater, gasand electricity, .-
Denton County can expect a stronger around $960,000 for a 14- to 15-mem- “You have these huge neighbor-
police presence starting in 2019. ber ent, he said. hoods that pop up that require more
Denton County Fresh Water Sup- Algo, the formation of the depart- community policing and heavier police
ply District No. 10, which includes the ment won't require the district to raise  presence due to the population densi-
unincorporated communities of Savan-  its tax rate, according to a news release  ty, and therein lies the problem,” said
nah, Artesia and ArrowBrooke, iscreat-  from the district. Wilkerson, who also serves as general

manager of the Fresh Water Supply
District No. 10.
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The district still is in unin-
corporated territory, which the
Denton County Sheriff’s Office
primarily serves. The operating
budget was about $4.2 million
last year, Wilkerson said.

Wilkerson said the district
already had been spending
about $460,000 per year to
contract with off-duty officers to
patrol the area, Wilkerson said
that now will subsidize the local
department,

In 2016, patrol officers
worked 6,189 hours in the dis-
trict and responded to 696 calls,
according to quarterly crime
statistics on the districty web-
site,

The district leased a vacant
model home at 724 Savan-
nah Blvd. for about $1.600 per

Police

month to serve as the new head-
quarters for the department,
Wilkerson said.

In addition to about 14 pa-
trol officers, Wilkerson hopes
to hire at least one veteran offi-
cer to serve as a supervisor and
criminal investigator. He also
expects the to assist
with other calls in neighboring
cities, including Little Elm and
prospex,

“Until we can find a way to
regionalize policing .., We've got
to work together hand-in-hand,”
he said.

JULIAN GILL can be
reached ot 940-666-6882 and
via Twitter at @ juliangill
music
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Trouble at the tap

Scientists testing for bacteria in Ponder’s water

Dewnton County reskiant Lane Waldes, whose home s served by Ponder's water supply, gats swabbed by CLEAR technictan Inss Sartns on
Tuesday In Ponder, Sclentists from the University of Texms at Arfington gathered sidn swabs and water ssmyples Tucsdsy i Ponder, where
some residents have complatned of buming, itching rashes after exposure to their tap water,

L — gt e et
Staff Wi with at least 10 people Tu in an effort to bet-
P’Wﬁrﬂv{ﬁ@dmﬁmmm , ter identify what's in the water. They likely will col-

PONDER — Scientists from the University of lect more samples in the coming days and weeks.
Texas at Arlington gathered skin swabs and water Ponder residents say the tap water sometimes
samples Tuesday in Ponder, where some residents smells like chlorine or bleach, and other times like
have complained of burning, itching rashes after vinegar or sulfur. They share pictures of theirrash-
exposure to their tap water, es on a special Facebook group, The Water Fixers.
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Some of the photos depict red,
bumpy rashes on young;children
and babies. Some residents also
have reported getting lighthead-
ed or a headache after taking a
shower. Other residents have re-
ported persistent problems with
infections, including E. coli.

Hildenbrand Buid the prob-
lems being reported in Ponder
are similar to problems being
reported in other communities,
s possible, he said, that there
is a bacteria in the public water
supply that is resisting standard
disinfection techniques.

“It’s more of a systemic issue,
in my opinion,” Hildenbrand
seid, adding that the testing in
Ponder could lead to greater
understanding of similar com-
plaints with other North Texas
public water supplies.

His research group, the Col-
laborative Laboratories for Envi-
ronmental Analysis and Rete-
diation, ov CLEAR, uses more
advanced ies and tests
for more pollutants than the tests
used by state regulators, The tech-
nology was developed for use in

where so-called super-
bugs can pose infeetion risks and
for patients,

Federal and state laws re-
quire public water supplies to
test for the presence of only o
handful of bacteria. Hilden-
brand said his group will test for
more than 2,600 different mi-
crobial species,

“We're going to get to the bot-
tom of this," Hildenbrand said.

Ponder . resident Meghan
Avigliano said she first noticed
the burning, itching rash about
. last fall, She said she was one of
at least two people who called
state environmental officials to.
ask for help. Hildenbrand col-
lected swabs from Avigliano and
her children Tuesday:

Water

He also collected swabs trom
three other adults, induding
Lana Weides and Jodi Stout.

-Weides said she came down
with a severe .. eoli infection in
October and has been on antibi-
ofics ever since.

“The doctors can't figure it
out, Weides said.

Stout also is having health
problems, Since she moved in
with Weides in February, she
has had rashes,

“It feels like there’s a million
bugs on me," Stout said.

Inspectors with the Texas
Commission on Environmental
Quality came to investigate in
February and March, They test-
ed Ponders system for proper
levels of disinfectant, contami-
nant levels and whether the wa-
ter was corroswe

Aprﬂlﬁ Federal records show a
different story, however.

The town of Ponder operates
the public water system, pump-
ing water from two underground
wells and treating it to serve about
2,880 people in Ponder and the

arep. Town Secre-

tavy Sheri Clearman said she ex-

the Ponder Town Council

to discuss the latest report, as well

as additional testing from a con-

sultart, at the councils regular
in June,

Federal laws and regulations
requive public water supplies to
monitor and control for certain
coittaminants, but not all the pos-
sible contaminants that can show
up in the water — from bacteria
to heavy metals to man-made
chemical compounds, The fed-
eral government has established
legal Jimits for contaminants such
as lead and coliform bacterin. in
a public water supply. But hun-
dreds of other compounds, such
as solvents, and many other bac-
teria have no such limits.

For example, in previons
years, state inspectors have tound.
elevated levels of solvents in Pon~
der’s water. State water sampling
results from June 2017 show sey-
exal typea of solvents, including

isobutyl ketone,
methyl ethyl and tetro-
hydrofuran, in Ponder’s water
Previous samples from April
2017 found one of the snh'cuts.
Samples from 2016 did not detect
these solvents. None of those de-
tected contaminants triggered a
violation of state or federal rules,

However, according to fed-
exal records for the past three
years, Ponders water supply
has not in been in compliance
in seven of the last 12 quarters,
with three of those quartéxs be-
ing significantly out of compli-
ance and triggering fines, Reg-
ulated contaminants also have
been found at elevated levels in
recent months, induding E. coli,
nitrogen and ammonia.

That spotty compliance histo-
ry got the attention of activists at
the Clem Water Fund, accord-
ing to the group’s Texas spokes-
woman, Rita Beving, Clean Wa-
ter Fund is a national nonprofit
group that advocates for clean
water and waber conservation.
Beving said she helped leverage
CLEAR and Hildenbrand for the
extra testing,

Hildenbrand said the elevated
levels of nitrogen found in Pon-
der’s water supply could feed any
number of micvobial species, not

" just the coliform bacteria.

Beving said Tuesday’s testing
was just the start and
other residents to call her at 214
6572271 if they want to he tested.

“We offer people anonymity;
if they need,” Beving said.

Hildenbrand said he expect-
ed to make a report in three or
four weeks. -

PEGGY HEINKEL-WOLFE
can be reached at 940-566-6881
and via Trwitter at @ pheeolfe
DRC.
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FANNIN COUNTY
Time to make a lake for North Texas

Work underway on state’s first big new reservoir in decades

Photos by Vernon Bryant/Staff Photographer

The groundbreaking for North Texas Municipal Lake took place Friday. The lake, with a surface area of Just ovar
26 square miles, should meet the North Texas Municipal Water District's needs through 2040, officlals say.

By JEFF MOSIER

Staff Writer
jmosler@dallasnews.com

FANNIN COUNTY — Hope for dry
weather during construction and then
pray that it'll “rain like hell,” was the
closing message Friday as officials broke
ground for Texas’ first new major lake in
30 years. '

The weather stayed dry just long
enough for dozens of VIPs to reach thei
barbecue lunch at a former barn. Then
storms swept through the old pastures
and future reservoir about 90 miles
northeast of Dallas.

Construction has already started on
the $1.6 billion, four-year project. But

During the groundbreaking, people signed their names on a wooden
board with a carved replica of the future reservoir.
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Work begins on new reservoir

F -
Vernon Bryant/Staff Photograp

"We've bean promised a lot of income, a lot of new growth. ... | don't see it belng 2 big recreation lake,”
says Kenneth Jones, who estimates he'll be a couple of hundred yards from the shoreline. He sold 40

acres to the water district and decided not to fight.

Friday’s cermony signaled the start
of a new and final phase of what's
been known as the Lower Bois d’Arc
Creek Reservoir for a couple of de-
cades. The permitting process alone
took 15 years and was just completed
in February.

“Making your mark on history re-
quires looking into the future,” said
Tom Kula, the North Texas Munici-
pal Water District’s executive direc-
tor. “This location behind me will be
on the shores of the new lake. ... We
look to the future to water genera-
tions and generations to come”

1.7 million served

At this early stage, there are still
only hints of what is to come in Fan-
nin County. Blue balloons were an-
chored in a nearby field to show parts
of the future shoreline. A metal build-
ing was noted as where part of the
2-mile-long dam would be.

And Kula reminded the crowd
that the natural bowl behind him
would serve as the ideal lake site.

“We don’t dig down,” he said. “We
dam up between high ground and

high ground.”
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In a couple of years, rain water
and creek water will start filling
that bowl and turn it into a lake. As
soon as 2022, officials expect to start
pumping water from the 16,641-acre
lake to eastern Dallas County and
Collin County, home to some of the
nation’s fastest-growing cities.

The reservoir will be called the
North Texas Municipal Lake in honor
of the water district, which was cre-
ated in 1951 by 10 local cities. It now
has 13 members and supplies water
to 1.7 million people in 80 cities and
communities.

Kula said the new lake, which will
eventually provide 108 million gal-
lons of water per day, should cover
the district’s needs through 2040. He
and member cities credit their reli-
able water supply with helping fuel
the region’s explosive growth,

The district was created by the Tex-
as Legislature in response to the state’s
“Drought of Record” in the 1950s.
Although most of the customers are
nearer to Dallas, the lake will also sup-
ply residents of Fannin County.

“I think this is the biggest thing
to happen to Fannin County in 80
years,” said County Judge Creda
“Spanky” Carter. He compared this to
the efforts to bring electricity to rural
areas of Texas.

Economic impact
While Fannin County political
leadership has generally been sup-
portive, the project has its opponents.
Earlier this month, nine local resi-

dents filed a lawsuit in federal court
claiming that the Avmy Corps of En-
gineers’ permit for the lake violated
water and environmental laws,

The permitting process was expedit-
edin 2016 through legislation sponsored
by local members of Congress. The dis-
trict estimates that it has acquired about
86 percent of the needed land.

Kenneth Jones, 67, who estimates
he'll be a couple of hundred yards
from the shoreline, said he's ambiva-
lent about his new neighbor. He sold
40 acres to the district and decided
not to fight. Still, his family has about
400 acres for cattle, hay and fire-
wood.

“I don’t know whether it's going to
bring a lot of income into the county,’
he said. “We've been promised a lot of
income, a lot of new growth. ... Idon't
see it being a big recreation lake.’

If it does spur growth, Jones said,
that will be a huge improvement.

“Look at this county,” he said.
“We're just as poor as we can be up
here” :

A 2015 study, commissioned by
the water district, estimated that the
lake would increase Fannin County’s
property values by $316 million and
generate an additional $166 million
in economic activity through fishing,
boating and other recreation.

For the region, the stakes are
higher — a water shortage could cost
billion of dollars in lost economic de-
velopment opportunity and hundreds
of thousands of jobs.

“They say whiskey is worth fight-
ing for, but war is over water,” said

U.S. Rep. Pete Sessions, R-Dallas.
“We're finding a way to avoid the war”

Twitter: @feffmosier
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Residents sue over reservoir

They say the project permit violated federal water and environmental laws

By JEFF MOSIER

Staff Writer
jmosler &dallasnews.com

Neighbors ofa planned lake
that would help quench North
Texans’ water needs are suing
the federal government to block
the project.

Nine Fannin County resi-
dents — each of whom would
lose land to the Lower Bois
d’Arc Creek Reservoir — filed a
lawsuit this month against the
US. Army Corps of Engineers
and Col. Christopher A. Hussin,
commander of the corps’ Tulsa
district. The complaint said the
permit issued by the corps vio-
lated federal water and environ-
mental laws and asked a judge
to revoke that permit.

The Lower Bois d'Arc Res-
ervoir in East Texas “threatens
Plaintiffs’ environmental and
economic well-being, as well
a8 their basic livelihood," the
lawsuit claims, It also said the
required environmental im-
pact statements were “seriously
flawed and fell short of the legal
requirements.”

A corps spokesman declined
to comment. The North Texas
Municipal Water District,
which is building the lake, isn't
named in the lawsuit.

The district said it is
“confident” the project com-
plies with all federal and
state regulations,

“When completed, the
lake will help provide water
to serve 1.7 million people
living in North. Texas, a
population that is expected
to double over the next 50
years,” Janet Rummel, a
spokesperson for the dis-
trict, said in a statement
Monday.

The lawsuit alleges that
the lake construction per-
mit violates provision of the
Clean Water Act and Nation-
al Environmental Policy Act.

Construction has already
started at the more than
16,000-acre site, about 90
miles northeast of the dis-
trict's main water treatment
plant in Wylie. It would be
the state’s first reservoir to
be built in at least 30 years.
The district has scheduled a
groundbreaking ceremony
for Friday.

The plaintiffs have not
requested a temporary re-
straining order to halt work.
Charles W. Irvine, the Hous-
ton attorney representing
the Fannin County residents,

said the district hasn’t start-
ed condemnation proceeding
against his clients, so they
haven’t yet “suffered irrepa-
rable harm,”

However, those plain-
tiffs all have land within the
lake’s footprint and expect
the district to eventually use
eminent domain to acquire
that land, Irvine said his
clients have declined to sell
their property. .

The district supplies wa-
ter to about 1.7 million peo-
ple in dozens of cities and
communities throughout
North Texas. Much of the
water goes to residents in
fast-growing areas in Col-
lin County as well as large
suburbs in eastern Dallas
County.

The lawsuit said the corps
should have required the
district to pursue less “dam-
aging” alternatives, such as
creating a smaller version of
Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Kes-
ervoir, tapping into Toledo
Bend Reservoir or drawing
more water from Lake Texo-
ma.

The district could have
met its water needs without
the largest version of Lower
Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir,
the lawsuit alleges,
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Suit challenges reservoir

Also, the wetlands miti-
gation plan was inadequate
and would not fully replace
the “ecosystem functions”
that would be destroyed by
the lake’s creation.

The plaintiffs are Dustin
Knight, Ronald Chad
Knight, Ronnie Knight,
Cathy Ryser, Nathan Ryser,
Wayne Ryser, H.D. “Thump”
Witcher Jr., Michael Yar--
brough and John E. Yar-
brough.

The complaint summa-
rizes the effects of the lake
on each plaintiff, who mostly
live on land that has been in
their families for decades.
In many cages, the condem-

nation of their land for the
lake would make it difficult
for them to continue raising
their crops or cattle, accord-
ing to the lawsuit,

Among the effects, Ron-
nie Knight would need to
cut his herd of dairy cattle
from 70 to 25, according to
.the lawsuit. The complaint
said Wes Reed would have
to shut down his “cow-calf”
business, since the lake
would take the most pro-
ductive part of his land, And
the Rysers would lose more
than 1,300 acres from a farm
that’s been in their family
since 1898,
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Irvine said he isn’t rep-
resenting his clients in any
potential eminent domain
cases. But he said that before
“they [district] instituted
condemnation [proceed-
ings], North Texas would be
wise to reappraise the prop-
erty, send them a new offer
letter

“Their ways of life and
economic livelihoods will be
significantly impacted, if not
eliminated entirely, by this
project,’ the lawsuit said.

Twitter: @feffmosier
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